
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

1987 1991 1995 2000 2006 2015

Unauthorized Spending as a 
Percent of Discretionary Spending

Data Note: Years in which appropriations bills or the defense authorization bill were not passed in a 
timely manner were excluded from the chart.

Source: Data is from CBO's "Unauthorized Appropriations and Expiring Authorizations," Jan. 15, 2016
This is a recreation of a chart in Politico, "Meet Your Unauthorized Federal Government."
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