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EDUCATION 
B.A., Economics, The George Washington University, Washington, DC, 1975 

Ph.D., Economics, Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 1978 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Professor of Economics and Distinguished Scholar, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, CA (tenured), 1988- 

Affiliated Senior Scholar at the Mercatus Center at George Mason University, 2011- 

Chair of Economics, Cal Poly, 2005  

Adjunct Faculty, Mercatus Center of George Mason University, 1998-2005 

Professor of Economics, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, Fall 1995  

Adjunct Professor, Graduate Economics Program in Northern Virginia, Virginia Tech, 1988 

Senior Financial Economist, Offices of Monetary Policy Analysis (Assistant Secretary for Economic 

     Policy and Under Secretary for Monetary Affairs), U.S. Department of Treasury, 1983 - 1988     

Associate Professor of Economics, George Washington University, 1982 - 1983 

Assistant Professor of Economics, George Washington University, 1979 - 1981 

Assistant Professor of Economics, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 1978 

 

PRIMARY FIELDS OF INTEREST  
Public Finance and Public Policy  

 

RECOGNITIONS AND HONORS 

Distinguished Scholar, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 2007 

Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha Chapter, George Washington University 

Meritorious Performance and Professional Promise Award, 1990, Cal Poly 

Award for Performance, U.S. Department of Treasury, 1987 

Graduate State Tuition Scholarship, Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 1976-1977 

Omicron Delta Epsilon, George Washington University 

 

TEACHING AWARDS 

“Excellence in Teaching Award” from Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company, 2009 

“Best Overall Professor”, MBA Class of 2003, Cal Poly 

“The Professor Learned the Most From”, MBA Class of 2003, Cal Poly 

Economics Outstanding Faculty Member Award (2000-2001), Economics Students at Cal Poly 

“Most Challenging Professor”, MBA Class of 1998, Cal Poly 

“Best Lecturer”, MBA Class of 1997, Cal Poly 

“Most Outstanding Professor”, MBA Class of 1990, Cal Poly  
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Outstanding Service as Charter Faculty Team Member, MBA Integrated Core Program, 1997-98;  

 

Books 
The Myth of Efficient and Fair Government: Why the Government You Want Is Not the One You Get, 

Praeger, 2011. 

 

Public Finance: Theory and Practice, Dryden Press/ Harcourt Brace, 1995.   

 

Articles and Book Chapters 
“Effectiveness of Massachusetts’ Comprehensive Tobacco Control Program” (forthcoming) Applied 

Economics. 

 

"Optimal Weight. Are Government Goals for Reducing Obesity Sensible?" Regulation (with Alden 

Shiers) 34: 10-15, Summer 2011.  

 

“Health Information and Regulation in the Market for Tobacco,” Economic Affairs, (with Jeannie 

Cameron and Barrie M. Craven), 58-62, June 2011. 

 

 “Why Does Tobacco-Control Spending Vary So Much Across States?” Applied Economics Letters 18: 

723-728, 2011. 

 

“Would Soda Taxes Really Yield Health Benefits?” Regulation (Alden Shiers) 33:34-38,  Fall 2010. 

 

 “What Role for Government in Curbing Obesity?” Journal of American Physicians and Surgeons, (with 

Alden Shiers) vol. 15, Fall 2010. 

 

“The Economic Losers from Smoking Bans: Should Policymakers Worry About Harm to Bars, VFWs, 

and Fraternal Organizations?” Regulation 33:14-19, Summer 2010. 

 

"Do Expenditures on Tobacco Control Decrease Smoking Prevalence?" Applied Economics 42: 1331–

1343, 2010. 

 

"The Influence of Private School Enrollment on Public School Performance," Applied Economics 42: 

11–22, 2010. 

 

“Do Smoking Bans Reduce Heart Attacks?” Journal of American Physicians and Surgeons, 15 (1), pp. 

13-14, Spring 2010.  

 

“Anatomy of Public Health Research: Tobacco Control as a Case Study,” Journal of American 

Physicians and Surgeons, 14 (3), pp. 79-80, Fall 2009. 

 

“Epidemiologic and Economic Research, and the Question of Smoking Bans,” Journal of American 

Physicians and Surgeons, 14 (2), pp. 58-60, Summer 2009. 
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“Is the CDC Blowing Smoke?” Regulation 32:46-52, June 2009.  

 

“The Economic Effects of Smoking Bans on Restaurants and Pubs in the UK,” (with Barrie Craven) 

Economic Affairs 4:57-61, December 2008. 

 

“Honestly, Who Else Would Fund Such Research? Reflections of a Non-Smoking Scholar,” Econ 

Journal Watch, 5 (2), pp. 240-268, 2008.  

 

“Determinants of State Tobacco-Control Expenditures,” Applied Economics 40 (7), pp. 831-839, 2007. 

 

“Do Tobacco-Control Programs Lower Tobacco Consumption? Evidence from California” Public 

Finance Review 35: 689-709, November 2007. 
 

“Tobacco Control Programs and Tobacco Consumption,” Cato Journal 26:573-59, no. 3, Fall 2006. 

 

“The Private Market for Accommodation,” Eastern Economic Journal (with John Dunham) 30:377-91, 

Summer 2004. 

 

“The Economic Incidence of Smoking Restrictions,” Applied Economics (with John Dunham), 35: 

1935-1942, December 2003. 

 

“Do Crime-Related Expenditures Crowd-Out Higher-Education Expenditures?” Public Finance Review 

September 2001, vol. 29, 369-393, (with Alden Shiers) 

 

“Bureaucracy and Student Performance in Public Schools,” Applied Economics, August 2001, 1341-54. 

 

“Smoking Laws and their Differential Effects on Restaurants, Bars, and Taverns,” 18: 326-333, 

Contemporary Economic Policy, July 2000 (John Dunham).  

 

“The Effects of Spending and School Structure on Public Education Quality” Economics of  

   Education Review 19 (2000), 89-106.  

 

“The Effects of Smoking Laws on Seating Allocations of Restaurants, Bars and Taverns,” Economic 

Inquiry January 2000: 38: 151-157. (with John Dunham).  

 

 “Do Law Enforcement Expenditures Crowd-Out Public Education Expenditures?” Applied  

   Economics 31:255-266, 1999. (with Alden F. Shiers). 

“The Separation of Spending from Taxation: Implications for Collective Choices” Constitutional  

   Political Economy 8:151-163, 1997 (with William Orzechowski). 

 

“Smoking Bans and the Coase Theorem,” Briefing Notes in Economics, May 1997, (with William  

   J. Boyes). 

 

“Public Education Supply and Student Performance,” Applied Economics 29:617-626, 1997. 
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"Public Sector Unions and Public Spending" Public Choice 89:1-16, October 1996 (with William  

   Orzechowski).  

 

"The Public Demand for Smoking Bans" Public Choice 88:57-67, July 1996 (with William J. Boyes). 

 

“Behavioral Assumptions and the Public Sector Centralization Debate” Briefing Notes in Economics,  

   May 1996. 

 

"The Influence of Special District Governments on Public Spending and Debt" Applied Economics  

   27:569-573, 1995. 

 

“Political Participation, Public Sector Labor Unions, and Public Spending,” Government Union 

   Review  16:1-26, Spring 1995, (with William Orzechowski) 

 

"Markets, the Environment and Liberty: The Case of Elephants and Air Quality," Journal of 

   Private Enterprise 10:2 , December 1994 (with Gordon L. Brady). 

 

"Intergovernmental Competition, Voice and Exit Options and the Design of Fiscal Structure,"  

   Constitutional Political Economy 3:73-88, Winter 1992. 

 

"Public Sector Employment, Competition and Government Size," Public Finance/Finances Publiques 

   46:222-235 (1991) (with David Joulfaian). 

 

"Centralism and Government Competition," Applied Economics 23:1603-1612 (October 1991)  

   (with David Joulfaian).  

 

"Money and Velocity in the 1980s," Quarterly Review of Economics and Business 31:34-46, Winter 

    1991.    

 

"Goals and Constraints of the Federal Reserve System: A Study of Its 'Profits' Policy," Public 

    Budgeting and Financial Management 3 (1991) 691-719. 

 

"The Relationship Between On-Budget and Off-Budget Government," Economics Letters (with  

   David Joulfaian) 35 (1991) 307-310. 

 

"The Political Economy of Endangered Species Management," Journal of  Public Finance and Public 

   Choice (with Gordon L. Brady) 29-39 (1991). 

 

"Privatization and Government Size," Public Choice 68: 273-276 (1991). 

 

"Incentives and Political Contributions," Public Choice 69: 351-355 (1991) (with David Joulfaian) 

 

"Central Bank Credibility and Forecasting," Applied Economics 23:471-478 March 1991. 
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"The Relation Between Social Security and the Federal Budget," published in Social Security's  

    Looming Surpluses: Prospects and Implications, Carolyn Weaver, ed. American Enterprise  

    Institute: Washington, D.C. (with Mark Crain), 1990. 

 

"Government Size and Decentralization: Evidence from Disaggregated Data," Southern Economic 

   Journal 56:1094-1102 April 1990 (with David Joulfaian). 

        

"The Determinants of Off-Budget Activity of State and Local Governments," Public Choice 63: 

    113-123, 1989 (with David Joulfaian). 

 

"The Empirical Reliability of Monetary Aggregates as Indicators: 1983 - 1987," Economic Inquiry 

    27: 555-586, October 1989 (with Michael R. Darby and Angelo R. Mascaro) (Finalist, "Best 

    Article" of 1989") 

 

"Controlling Leviathan Through Tax Reduction," Public Choice 58:237-245 (1988) (with William 

   Orzechowski). 

      

"Fiscal Decentralization and Government Size," Public Choice 56:254-269 (1988). 

     

"Measuring Market Power as Competition over Time," Journal of Economics and Business 39: 

    171-183 (May 1987) (with George E. Wright). 

     

"Expenditures and Receipts: Testing for Causality in State and Local Government Finances," Public 

    Choice 53: 243-255 (1987) (with Neela Manage). 

     

"The Causal Relation Between Federal Expenditures and Receipts," Southern Economic Journal 

   52: 617-629 (January 1986) (with Neela Manage). 

 

"Private Sector Shrinkage and the Growth of Industrialized Economies," Public Choice 49:143-154 

   (1986).  

 

"Market Structure and Rivalry: New Evidence with a Non-Linear Model," Review of Economics 

   and Statistics 66: 678-682 (November 1984) (with John P. Link and Robert P. Trost). 

 

"Entry and Performance in Financial Markets," Journal of Bank Research 41: 227-230 (1983). 

     

"A Canonical Correlation Analysis of Savings and Loan Performance," Applied Economics 15: 

   815-820 (December 1983). 

 

"Market Structure and Rivalry in the Savings and Loan Industry," Housing Finance Review 3:  

   209-223 (July 1983). 

 

"Bank Structure and Mortgage Rates: Implications for Interstate Banking," Journal of Economics 
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   and Business 34: 135-142 (1982).  

     

"The Economics of Enforcement: The Case of OSHA," Journal of Economics and Business 

    34:165-171 (1982). 

     

"Determinants of Regional Mortgage Rates Under Varying Economic Conditions," Quarterly Review 

   of  Economics and Business 22:81-100 (Spring 1982) (with James R. Barth and Stephen T. 

    Zabrenski)  

 

"The Impact of Different Units of Government in the Regulation of the Workplace Environment," 

    Public Choice 37: 349-356 (1981). 

 

"Issues in Administrative Enforcement: the Special Case of Virginia," Virginia Social Science  

   Journal 16: 29-40 (April 1981) (with James N. Kimball). 

 

NOTES, COMMENTS, REPLIES, BOOK CHAPTERS 
“Do Smoking Bans Reduce Heart Attacks? Reply to Lee Hieb, M.D.” Journal of American Physicians 

and Surgeons, 15 (2), p. 33-34, Summer 2010. 

 

“Smoking Bans and Air Quality: Reply to Phyllis Schlafly,” Journal of American Physicians and 

Surgeons, 14 (3), p. 63, Fall 2009. 

 

"Tax Illusion," in 2
nd

 edition of Encyclopedia of Taxation and Tax Policy, ed. Joseph J. Cordes, Garland 

Publishing under sponsorship of the National Tax Association, 2007. 

 

“The Efficient Mix of Staffing Resources,” The School Administrator, 59: 34-36, August 2002. 

 

“Public Finance Systems and Public Performance:  Searching for an Optimal School Finance System,” 

Texas Education Review, Fall 2001 (with Wayne Winegarden) 

 

“A Primer on the Corporate Income Tax: Incidence, Efficiency and Equity Issues,” Background Paper 

no. 38, November 2001, published by the Tax Foundation (Washington, DC). 

 

"Tax Illusion," in Encyclopedia of Taxation and Tax Policy, ed. Joseph J. Cordes, Garland Publishing 

   under sponsorship of the National Tax Association (1999). 

 

“National Sales Tax: Has Its Time Come?,” From the Margin, Quarterly Review of Economics  

   Department at Cal Poly, Spring 1996.  

 

“Federal Debt Ceilings and Government Shut Downs, From the Margin, Quarterly Review of  

   Economics Department at Cal Poly, Winter 1996.  

 

"Expenditures and Receipts in State and Local Government Finances: A Reply," Public Choice 59: 

   287-290 (1988) (with Neela Manage). 
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"Private Sector Shrinkage and the Growth of Industrialized Economies: Reply," Public Choice 58: 

   285-294 (1988).  

     

"Federal Budget Cuts: Bureaucrats Trim the Meat, Not the Fat: Comment," Public Choice 45:  

   215-219 (1985).     

 

"Bank Structure and Mortgage Rates: Reply," Journal of Economics and Business 36: 289-290 (May 

    1984).      

 

"A Test for Threshold Effects in Bank Entry," Atlantic Economic Journal 9 (July 1981). 

 

BOOK REVIEWS  
Constitutional Environments and Economic Growth by Gerald W. Scully, Constitutional Political 

  Economy 4:155-157, Winter 1993. 

 

The Impact of Intergovernmental Grants on the Aggregate Public Sector by Daniel P. Schwallie, 

   Southern Economic Journal 57:267-268 (July 1990).     

 

The Modern Corporation: Profits, Power, Growth and Performance by Dennis C. Mueller, 

   Southern Economic Journal 53:1074-1075 (April 1987). 

 

    

REFEREEING  
American Economic Review, Economic Inquiry, New England Journal of Medicine, Constitutional 

Political Economy, Contemporary Economic Policy, Review of Economics and Statistics, Bulletin of 

Economic Research, Journal of Money, Credit and Banking, Southern Economic Journal, Journal of 

Industrial Economics, Public Finance Quarterly, Public Choice, International Review of Economics and 

Finance, Quarterly Journal of Business and Finance, Applied Economics, Public Budgeting and 

Financial Management, Journal of Economics and Business.  

 

ARTICLES (COMMENTARIES) IN NEWSPAPERS 

"Sunday Dialogue: Curing the Health Care System, " letter in opposition to Dr. Metz's call for a single-

payer health care system, New York Times, August 28, 2011. 

"Four Out of Five Cheers for Robert Barro's Suggestions," Letter to Editor of Wall Street Journal by 

Robert Barro "How to Get That AAA Rating Back," August 13, 2011.  

"Put down the chips and pick up the weights. Government hasn’t the faintest clue how much you should 

weigh," with Alden Shiers, Washington Times, August 12, 2011. 

"Government cannot provide all that we demand of it," Buffalo News, July 17, 2011. 

"Poll: We're deeply disappointed with government," Orange Country Register, July 14, 2011 

"New alcohol taxes just kick the can down the road," East Valley Tribune, March 24, 2011  

"Alcohol taxes won't bridge Oregon's budget woes,"  The Oregonian, March 17, 2011 

"Alcohol taxes won't fix state's budget woes," Herald-Mail (Hagerstown, MD) March 21, 2011 

"It's time to cut size of state government," Sacramento Bee, February 1, 2011. 
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"Healthy people burden healthcare system," Athens Banner-Herald, Tuesday, February 01, 2011. 

"'Fat tax' is a Recipe for Disaster," Daily News Transcript, January 26, 2011 (also ran in LA Daily 

News, San Bernadino Sun, Inland Valley Daily Bulletin, Brattleboro Reformer, Rockford Register Star).  

"Proposed Soda Ban Is a Bitter Pill," (with Alden F. Shiers), AOL News, October 18, 2010 

“State Spending's Steady Climb. California Has Been Living Beyond Its Means for About 15 Years,” 

Orange County Register, Thursday, June 25, 2009.  

“Do Anti-Smoking Programs Work to Reduce Smoking?,” Atlanta Journal-Constitution, July 21, 2009. 

 


