
WHERE PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS HAVE AUTHORITY TO PRESCRIBE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES

Source: Edward J. Timmons, “Healthcare License Turf Wars: The Effects of Expanded Nurse Practitioner 
and Physician Assistant Scope of Practice on Medicaid Patient Access” (Mercatus Research, Mercatus 
Center at George Mason University, Arlington, VA, January 2016). Based on data from the American 
Academy of Physician Assistants.

WA

OR

NV

CA

AZ

UT

ID

MT

WY

CO

NM

TX

OK

KS

NE

SD

ND

MN

WI

IA

IL IN
OH

PA

AR

LA

AL GA

HI

AK
FL

MS

MO KY

TN

VA

NC

SC

MI

NY

ME
NHVT

MA
RI
CT

NJ
DE
MD

WV

authority granted 
before 1980

authority granted 
in 1980s

authority granted 
in 1990s

authority granted
in 2000–2012

no drug prescription 
authority 



Source: Edward J. Timmons, “Healthcare License Turf Wars: The Effects of Expanded Nurse Practitioner 
and Physician Assistant Scope of Practice on Medicaid Patient Access” (Mercatus Research, Mercatus 
Center at George Mason University, Arlington, VA, January 2016). Based on data from the American 
Academy of Physician Assistants.

WHERE NURSE PRACTITIONERS HAVE PRESCRIPTION AUTHORITY AND AUTONOMY, 2012
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Source: Edward J. Timmons, “Healthcare License Turf Wars: The Effects of Expanded Nurse Practitioner 
and Physician Assistant Scope of Practice on Medicaid Patient Access” (Mercatus Research, Mercatus 
Center at George Mason University, Arlington, VA, January 2016). Based on data from Kevin Stange, “How 
Does Provider Supply and Regulation Influence Health Care Markets? Evidence from Nurse Practitioners 
and Physician Assistants,” Journal of Health Economics 33, no. 1 (2014); Morris Kleiner et al., “Relaxing 
Occupational Licensing Requirements: Analyzing Wages and Prices for a Medical Service” (NBER Working 
Paper No. 19906, National Bureau of Economic Research, Cambridge, MA, February 2014).



CHANGES IN NURSE PRACTITIONER AUTONOMY, 1999–2012

Source: Edward J. Timmons, “Healthcare License Turf Wars: The Effects of Expanded Nurse Practitioner and 
Physician Assistant Scope of Practice on Medicaid Patient Access” (Mercatus Research, Mercatus Center at 
George Mason University, Arlington, VA, January 2016). Based on data from Morris Kleiner et al., “Relaxing 
Occupational Licensing Requirements: Analyzing Wages and Prices for a Medical Service” (NBER Working 
Paper No. 19906, National Bureau of Economic Research, Cambridge, MA, February 2014).

WA

OR

NV

CA

AZ

UT

ID

MT

WY

CO

NM

TX

OK

KS

NE

SD

ND

MN

WI

IA

IL IN
OH

PA

AR

LA

AL GA

HI

AK
FL

MS

MO KY

TN

VA

NC

SC

MI

NY

ME
NHVT

MA
RI
CT

NJ
DE
MD

WV

from supervised 
to independent

from no authority
to supervised

no change


