How Institutions Affect Per Capita Spending

Separate Spending and Tax Committees

Item Reduction Vetoes

Centralized Spending Committees

Strict Balanced Budget Requirements
Supermajority Requirements for Tax Increases
Annual Budget Cycles

TELs in Low-Income States

Line-ltem Vetoes in Divided Governments

No Automatic Shutdown Provision

Ten Fewer Seats in the Senate

Increase the House-to-Senate Seat Ratio by 1 Unit
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-1,300 -1,000 -700 -400 -100
2008 Dollars

Sources: Separate Committees: Crain and Muris, 1995; Item Reduction Vetoes: Crain, 2003; Centralized Spending Committees: Crain and Muris, 1995; Strict
Balanced Budget Requirements: Primo, 2003; Supermajority Requirements for Tax Increases: Crain, 2003; Annual Budget Cycles: Crain, 2003; TELs in
Low-Income States: Crain, 2003; Line-Item Vetoes in Divided Government: Besley and Case, 2003; Shutdown Provisions: Primo, 2007; Senate Seats: Gilligan
and Matsusaka, 1995; House-to-Senate Ratio: Chen and Malhotra, 2007. The authors have converted all figures into 2008 dollars.



