
Major Events Impacting 
US Immigration

1914–18: World War I

1924: Immigration Act of 1924

1930s: Great Depression

1941–45: World War II

1965: Immigration and Nationality 
Act of 1965
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Net US Immigration Rate by Decade,

1820–2013

Data notes: The net international migration rate through 2000 is based on the rate of US population growth 
minus the rate of natural increase (crude birthrate minus crude death rate). This captures the net inflow of 

migrants to the United States regardless of legal status. The net migration rate from 2000 to 2013 also includes 
net migration between the United States and Puerto Rico, net migration of US citizens to and from the United 

States, and net movement of the armed forces population between the United States and overseas.
Source: National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, “The Economic and Fiscal Consequences 

of Immigration,” 2016, table 2-2, 36–37.
Produced by Daniel Griswold and Rizqi Rachmat, March 2017.
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