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OVERALL FISCAL CONDITION

HOW DO THE 50 STATES RANK?

SOURCE
Eileen Norcross and Olivia Gonzalez, “Ranking the States by 
Fiscal Condition, 2017 Edition” (Mercatus Research, Mercatus 
Center at George Mason University, Arlington, VA, July 2017).

12

17

2033

43 30

37
38
48

40
25

31
46
50

1

22

27

9

49 16

28

32
47

44

35

26

21

14
4

5

10

41

23

7

6

3

2

24

11

34

19

15
8

18
42

13

39

36

29

45

OVERALL FISCAL 
CONDITION RANK

Top Five

Above Average

Below Average

Average

Bottom Five

TOP FIVE

1. Florida
2. North Dakota
3. South Dakota
4. Utah
5. Wyoming

BOTTOM FIVE

46. Maryland

47. Kentucky

48. Massachusetts

49. Illinois

50. New Jersey


