
PROGRAM AGENDA
friday, february 20th

9:25 am Amtrak departs from Union Station for Philadelphia, PA
train #184

12:00—1:00 PM Welcome Lunch and Program Orientation
The Exchange (Lobby Level)

Opening Remarks
Dr. Tyler Cowen
General Director, Mercatus Center at George Mason University

1:15—2:30 PM Opening General Session
Grand Ballroom (Lower Concourse Level)

Real Decisions in a Risky World
Dr. Russell Roberts
J. Fish and Lillian Smith Distinguished Scholar,  
Mercatus Center at George Mason University

2:30—2:45 PM BREAK

2:45—4:15 PM Policy Topic Electives I

A. Improving Transportation and Infrastructure
PetitE Ballroom  (2nd Floor)
Dr. Kenneth Button
Professor of Public Policy, George Mason University School of Public Policy

B. fannie, freddie, and housing finance: what’s it all about?
Plaza I&II  (3rd Floor)
Dr. Lawrence J. White
Professor of Economics, New York University

C. Why Do Economists Disagree and What Can I Do About It?: 
An Interactive Workshop
Plaza III  (3rd Floor)
Dr. Russell Roberts
J. Fish and Lillian Smith Distinguished Scholar,  
Mercatus Center at George Mason University

D. Casting a Wider Net: Broadband Deployment in the U.S.
Liberty  (5th Floor)
Dr. Gerald Faulhaber
Professor Emeritus of Business and Public Policy, University of Pennsylvania

4:15—6:00 pm check in to the hotel and recreational time

6:00—7:00 pm Welcome Cocktail Reception 
Arden/Mellon Balcony  (2nd Floor)



7:00—9:00 pm Dinner Keynote
PetitE Ballroom  (2nd floor) 

Perspectives on the Economy and the Role of the Federal Reserve
Charles  I. Plosser
President and Chief Executive Officer, Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia

saturday, february 21st

8:00—9:00 am
breakfast
The Exchange (Lobby Level)

9:00—10:15 am policy topic electives II

A. The Health and Wealth of American Cities
PetitE Ballroom  (2nd floor)
Eileen Norcross
Senior Research Fellow, Mercatus Center at George Mason University

Dr. Jeffrey Robinson
Assistant Professor of Management & Global Business, Rutgers University

Daniel Rothschild
Associate Director, Global Prosperity Initiative, Mercatus Center at  
George Mason University

Mary Rowe
New Orleans Institute for Resilience and Innovation

B. preparing for 21st century threats
Plaza I&II  (3rd Floor)
Dr. Timothy J. Roemer
Distinguished Scholar, Mercatus Center at George Mason University

C. Retaking Regulation: Innovation in Legislation
Plaza III  (3rd Floor)
Dr. Jerry Ellig
Senior Research Fellow, Mercatus Center at George Mason University

Dr. Richard Williams
Managing Director, Regulatory Studies Program and  
Government Accountability Project, Mercatus Center at George Mason University

D. The Uninsured in America
Liberty  (5th Floor) 
Dr. David Hyman, MD, JD
Professor of Law, University of Illinois

10:15—10:30 am break



10:30—11:45 am policy topic electives IIi

A. Consumer Protection in the Mortgage Industry 
PetitE Ballroom  (2nd Floor)
Todd Zywicki, JD 
Professor of Law, George Mason University School of Law 
Senior Scholar, Mercatus Center at George Mason University

B. keeping Retirement Security secure
Plaza I&II  (3rd Floor)
Dr. Antony Davies
Associate Professor of Economics, Duquesne University 

C. Stimulating Accountability 
Plaza III  (3rd Floor)
Jerry Brito, JD
Senior Research Fellow, Mercatus Center at George Mason University 

Dr. Jerry Ellig
Senior Research Fellow, Mercatus Center at George Mason University 

Hon. Maurice McTigue
Director, Government Accountability Project, Mercatus Center at George Mason University

D. Turning Constituent Mail from an Administrative Burden into a 
Strategic Opportunity
Liberty (5th Floor)
Tim Hysom
Director of Communications and Technology Services, Congressional  
Management Foundation 

12:00—1:00 pm lunch 
The Exchange  (Lobby Level)

1:15—2:30 PM policy topic electives IV

A. Understanding the WTO and Free Trade Agreements
PetitE Ballroom  (2nd Floor)
Dr. Michael Moore
Professor of Economics and International Affairs, George Washington University 

B. Credit Derivatives and Regulatory Reform
Plaza I&II  (3rd Floor)
Houman Shadab, JD
Senior Research Fellow, Mercatus Center at George Mason University

C. searching for the new knowledge economy
Plaza III  (3rd Floor)
Dr. Bruce Yandle
Alumni Distinguished Professor of Economics Emeritus, Clemson University

D. what’s the deal with net neutrality?
Liberty  (5th Floor)
Jerry Brito, JD
Senior Research Fellow, Mercatus Center at George Mason University



2:30—2:45 pm break

2:45—4:00 pm Concluding General Session 
Grand Ballroom (Lower Concourse Level)

after the storm: rebuilding financial institutions

A panel discussion with the Mercatus Center’s Financial Markets Working Group 

Dr. Tyler Cowen
General Director, Mercatus Center at George Mason University

Houman Shadab, JD
Senior Research Fellow, Mercatus Center at George Mason University 

Dr. Lawrence J. White
Professor of Economics, New York University

Dr. Bruce Yandle
Alumni Distinguished Professor of Economics Emeritus, Clemson University

4:00—5:40 pm break

5:40 PM Depart to the National Constitution Center
Penn Square Entrance

6:00—7:15 PM Keynote Speaker			 
from the founders to the financial crisis:  
A historical analysis of american banking 

John Steele Gordon 
Author, An Empire of Wealth: The Epic History of American Economic Power

7:15—9:00 Pm dinner reception
at the national constitution center

9:00 PM Depart to the Ritz-Carlton

retreat concludes  sunday, february 22nd

7:00—9:00 am breakfast
the exchange

9:30 am depart ritz-carlton for amtrak station via bus
penn square entrance

10:30 am amtrak departs from 30th street station for washington, dc
train #155


